THE  TURN  OF  THE  CENTURY             49

Southern Rhodesia established. In 1890 he had become prime
minister of Cape Colony, and at the same time he was one of the
main promoters of the Rand goldfield.

The Jameson Raid. It had been an amazing career and its
success now lured him into committing an almost incredible
error. The Uitlanders were planning some kind of insurrection,
or at any rate a public demonstration, against Kruger's mis-
government. It was rather a hopeless enterprise in itself, and
they applied to Rhodes for the assistance of some of the Chartered
Company's "police5, the force which had conquered the Mata-
bele with the recently invented machine-gun, and Jameson,
Rhodes's right-hand man, established himself with a force of
500 at Mafeking, outside the eastern frontier of the Transvaal.
The whole affair was ridiculously mismanaged. Jameson
invaded the Transvaal and his force was surrounded and
compelled to surrender four days later (January 1896). The
insurrection in the Rand proved a fiasco.

There was no defence for Rhodes or Jameson. The former
resigned his premiership; the latter, sent to England as a prisoner
by Kruger, was convicted of an act of war against a 'friendly*
state and imprisoned.1 Many suspected Chamberlain of being
a party to the plot, but, though he knew of the intended Uit-
lander insurrection, he had no foreknowledge of the Raid. It
was an unfortunate event in every way because it put the British
in the wrong, and gave Kruger an'excuse for undertaking military
preparations intended to drive the British out of South Africa.

The Kaiser's telegram. An unexpected sequel to the Raid was
that the German Kaiser (who had ascended his throne in 1888)
sent Kruger a public telegram congratulating him on his victory
over the 'armed hordes' and 'disturbers of the peace3 which had
broken into his country. Hitherto the British public had regarded
Germany as on the whole the most friendly of the European
powers. The Kruger telegram was, for most people, the first
revelation of German hostility; it may be regarded as a signal of
the twentieth century, five years before the end of the nineteenth.

Imperialism. Queen Victoria's second, or Diamond Jubilee,
came in 1897. Never before had a British sovereign completed

1 Ten years later Jameson, really a fine man though a rash one^ was
prime minister of Cape Colony*